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We, the People, recognize that we have
responsibilities as well as rights; that our destinies
are bound together; that a freedom which only
asks what's in it for me, a freedom without a
commitment to others, a freedom without love or
charity or duty or patriotism, is unworthy of our
founding ideals, and those who died in their
defense.
Barack Obama

DECEMBER ZOOM MEETING: HOLIDAY PARTY
Monday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m.

DOV DONATIONS - Accepted at https://secure.actblue.com/donate/dovdonate/

D
CELEBRATE OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS & MAKE A WISH FOR THE NEW YEAR

It’s Party Time!
Monday, December 13, 2021
Happy Hour from 6:30 on
Join the Democrats of Oro Valley for a
Holiday Party
Celebrate a great Year!
We did so much together!
Enjoy our BLUE cocktail
Play a Rebus Game
Shout out Holiday Wishes
Gather with like-minded friends
to celebrate the Holidays

Frostbite Cocktail
Ingredients
• 1 1/2 ounces tequila
• 1 ounce blue curaçao liqueur
• 1/2 ounce white crème de
cacao liqueur
• 1/2 ounce cream
•
Cherries, for garnish
Steps
1. In a cocktail shaker, pour the
tequila, blue curaçao, crème
de cacao, and cream. Fill
with ice.
2. Shake well.
3. Strain into an ice-filled oldfashioned glass.
4. Garnish with a cherry. Serve
and enjoy.

CAN YOU NAME THEM ALL?

If you are interested, please send your reply at info@demsov.org

Biden’s Infrastructure Law: A Windfall for Arizona by Jean Meconi
Remember when every other week was infrastructure week? This week it is really is infrastructure week now that
the Biden administration’s $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill has passed in both the House and Senate and will soon be
signed into law. The Infrastructure Investment and Job Act will deliver for Arizona.
In the next five years Arizona will receive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$5 billion for federal-aid highway programs
$225 million for bridge replacement and repairs
$884 million to improve public transportation
$76 million to expand EV charging network
$100 million to help provide broadband coverage access
$38 million to protect against wildfires
$17 million to protect against cyberattacks
$619 million to improve water infrastructure and ensure safe drinking water
$348 million for airport infrastructure
$3.5 billion for home weatherization.

How are Republicans celebrating this windfall for Arizona? They are planning to strip those House Republicans who
voted for the bill of their committee assignments. None the of AZ House Republicans voted for the bill. They don’t
remember that Trump walked out on a 2 trillion infrastructure bill because his feelings were hurt. While Democrats
continue to work in a bi-partisan way to deliver results, Republicans put party loyalty first and Arizonans last.

Editorial Cartoon by Rick Bramhall

Gerrymandering the Arizona Independent Redistricting Commission
by Dee Maitland
Twenty years ago, Arizona voters approved Proposition 106 which established the Independent Redistricting
Commission (IRC) to stop partisan gerrymandering. Arizona law makes it very difficult for partisan legislators to
modify citizen passed initiatives. So, Republicans had to find other means to retain their decades of power in a state
drifting purple. Their efforts were unsuccessful until now. It took a number of tries but they finally found a way
to ensure the IRC commissioners create a majority of safe Republican districts.
First, they fired the independent chair of the 2010 commission, an action that was quickly overturned by the AZ
Supreme Court.
Then they filed numerous lawsuits which failed. The Supreme Court denied one by Vince Leach challenging the
law’s important preference for competitive districts.
Then the Governor tried to create a committee to oversee the IRC, an idea abandoned on advice of counsel.
Finally, the Governor realized he did not need to establish a new committee. He already had the Commission for
Appellate Court Appointments (CACA) who is responsible for creating the roster of Republican, Democrat, and
Independent names from which selection of the IRC’s commissioners are chosen. All he had to do was ensure
CACA was staffed almost completely by Republicans, which he did.
So then CACA produced two lists, of 10 names each, from which the two Republican and two Democrat
commissioners would be chosen. The Republican list contained two lawyers and six business owners. One can
believe they were skilled in leading and negotiating. The Democrat list did not have this depth of power players;
only one attorney and two businessmen. But it is the list of five “Independents” from which the other
commissioners would choose their chair that was particularly suspicious. Four of the five candidates do not sound
Independent: a business owner who held Republican fund raisers, a general counsel of a utility company, a venture
capitalist and the current chair who donated $10,000 to our Republican Governor.
Then the commissioners prioritized “communities of interest” rather than “competitiveness,” which according to
the law should be favored. This led them to redefine communities of interest to include “center right” partisans and
resulted in a map with a majority of safe Republican districts, including LD17 in northern Pima County. Recent
documents prove the map was designed by Republicans to guarantee a safe district for legislator Leach: the perfect
definition of gerrymandering. LD17 has deleterious ripple effects lowering the number of competitive and Latino
districts.
Now the commission is deliberating the final congressional and legislative maps with a goal of approval by
December 22nd. The chair favors “tweaking” the current maps rather than consolidating the public testimony and
proposed maps into a new map. Although the mapping firm’s Report on Communities of Interest shows it has the
ability to collate testimony and overlay the 200+ maps submitted by the public it has not done so.
Arizona’s voter registration is almost a third Republican, Democrat and Independent, but if the current map is
adopted there will be only 5 competitive legislative districts out of 30 and Republicans will maintain power for the
next 10 years having gerrymandered a majority of safe districts for themselves. The toxic partisanship that is
endangering our Democracy will be allowed to continue.
Competitive districts ensure that political parties run their best candidates who must appeal to a majority of voters
and by whom they would be held accountable. Please join me and voice your opposition to the current
gerrymandered maps. Send your comments favoring competitive districts to the commissioners now at
https://ircaz.gov.

The Best of Biden by Jacolyn Marshall
Health
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Biden announced that by mid-November 200 million Americans are fully vaccinated, 21 million had received a booster,
and 2.6 million (10%) children ages 5–11 had received a dose of the Pfizer vaccine in its first two weeks.
FDA approved boosters to all adults 18 and older and the CDC advised boosters for those 50 and above.
Biden administration has created a national network that improves tracking of the virus and its mutations.
Biden’s Build Back Better Plan expands Medicare, lowers healthcare costs and prescription drug prices, and expands
access to affordable child and elder care.
Biden announced a federal plan to identify and treat medical conditions suffered by military personnel exposed to toxins
and their potential connections to rare cancers.
Biden administration is investing $1.5 billion to address the health care worker shortage in minority and underserved
communities. The plan will offer scholarships and loan repayments for health care students and workers if they pledge
to work in those communities.
Biden announced that more than 95% of federal workers are in compliance with the vaccine mandate.
Treasury Department informed Ducey that giving $10 million to parents who reject mask mandates as private school
voucher and offering an additional $163 million to public schools that reject mask mandates are not an inappropriate
use of federal Covid relief funds.
HHS announced a new law designed to protect patients from surprise medical bills, by requiring providers and insurers
negotiate what physicians and hospitals should be paid.
Biden unveiled his new HIV/AIDS strategy which will shape its policies, research, and programs, ensuring that
everyone with HIV receives high-quality care and treatment, and ending the stigma around HIV and AIDS.

Economy
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•

Biden’s historic “blue collar blueprint to rebuild America” will revitalize the economy by making substantial, longterm investments in the work force. Infrastructure deal will add 1.5 million jobs per year and increase the GDP by
nearly $3 trillion over the next decade, according to Moody’s Analytics.
Biden announced that two leading agencies on Wall Street confirmed the Infrastructure Law along with the BBB Act
will not add to inflationary pressures, and 17 Nobel Prize winning economists stated they will ease pressures.
Biden’s BBB plan will be fully paid for and will reduce the deficit by taxing corporations, foreign entities, and the
ultra-wealthy; closing tax loopholes; modernizing the IRS; and implementing tax enforcement.
Biden administration pledged an unprecedented amount of federal funds to fix the childcare crisis which has hampered
the economy.
Treasury Department reported the federal deficit in October was 42% lower than the same time last year.
US Commerce Department reported retail sales jumped 1.7% in September-October. According to analysts, Americans
buoyed by solid hiring, healthy pay gains and substantial savings stemming from government stimulus checks are
spending more at retails and online stores.
Labor Department reported Americans applying for unemployment benefits fell for the seventh straight week.
Consumer Protection Bureau ordered Apple, Amazon, PayPal, and other tech giants to reveal how their proprietary
payment networks function.
Biden nominated Republican Federal Reserve chair Powell for a second term and Democrat Brainard as vice chair to
foster continuity and bipartisanship during a period of inflation and to acknowledge the former’s leadership that helped
stabilize markets last year and put our economy on track for a robust recovery.
In compliance with Biden’s executive order calling on the Justice Department and Federal Trade Commission to
vigorously enforce antitrust statutes and promote market competition, DOJ filed a lawsuit to block a major sugar
manufacturer (US Sugar) from acquiring its rival (Imperial Sugar).
SBA delivered a record number of loans to small businesses this year under the American Rescue Plan.
FDIC reports that US banks are healthy. Of the 5,000 banks that it monitors, 96% are profitable and none failed in the
last quarter. The Wilshire 5000 index reports that the stock market has remained steady. The Federal Reserve reports
that interest rates remain low. The Center for Retirement Research reports that Social Security Retirement System
shows resilience.

Environment & Climate Change
•
•

•

•
•
•

Biden’s BBB Plan allocates $555 billion for clean energy to slow climate change, provide clean energy tax incentives,
create clean energy jobs, and take steps to reduce pollution nationwide.
EPA’s new wastewater rule requires power plants to clean coal ash and toxic heavy metals such as mercury, arsenic,
and selenium from plant wastewater before it is dumped into streams and rivers, affecting 75 coal-fired plants
nationwide and reducing the discharge of pollutants into the nation’s waterways by about 386 million pounds annually.
DOD and Homeland Security, National Security Council and Director of National Intelligence report the vast rippling
effects of climate change on the world’s stability. They identified 11 nations with significant populations forced from
their homes due to natural disasters, increasing geopolitical tensions as mass migrations occur.
US Fish & Wildlife Service restored spotted owl habitat protections.
Biden administration recommended an overhaul of the nation’s oil and gas leasing program to limit areas available for
energy development and raise costs to drill on public land and water.
EPA announced that Biden’s Infrastructure law will provide states, Native American Tribes and US territories with
greater access to water and improved water quality.

Cyber Security
•

•
•

Biden administration called on Congress to pass legislation to strengthen government regulation of stablecoins, a form
of cryptocurrency. The Treasury Department said the legislation should require that stablecoin users become banks,
subject them to a wide range of rules and provide appropriate oversight.
Justice Department increased its actions to combat ransomware and cybercrime with more arrests, seizures of ransom
payments to hackers, and other law enforcement operations to protect our national and economic security.
Justice Department arrested and charged two men affiliated with Russia-based ransomware gang blamed for $200
million in extorted payments and reported the recovery of $6.1 million from a Russian national.

Social Justice
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Biden’s BBB plan expanding child tax credits alone will reduce child poverty by more than 40%, lifting 4.3 million
children out of poverty and advancing racial equity.
Justice Department announced police departments across the nation will receive $139 million as part of a grant program
to hire 1,000 new officers to help police departments reduce crime and encourage community policing.
Biden nominated more Black women to federal circuit courts and more public defenders to the bench than any
administration in US history in his first nine months in office.
Biden hosted a two-day tribal nations summit with leaders from more than 570 tribes to announce steps to improve
public safety and justice for Native Americans and protect private lands, treaty rights, and sacred places.
Biden signed an executive order to ban oil and gas development outside Native American parks and plans to pursue a
20-year ban on oil and gas drilling in Chaco Canyon, a Native American heritage site in New Mexico.
Biden signed an executive order tasking the Department of Justice, Homeland Security, and Interior departments to
develop strategies to reduce crime and combat human trafficking on Native lands.
Biden announced that more money will be available for renters to cover winter heating and utility bills as part of the
government’s Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program.
Interior Secretary has ordered a federal panel tasked with renaming geographic places to remove derogatory Native
American terms, which are included in the names of 650 federal sites. Similar actions took place in the 60’s and 70’s
to eliminate the use of derogatory terms for Blacks and Japanese.
Justice Department sued Texas over new redistricting maps, saying the plans discriminate against Black and Latino
voters, violating the Voting Rights Act. The lawsuit cites several congressional districts where Republicans drew
tortured lines to lower the share of Black and Latino voters in their districts.

Government
•

Biden signed into law the infrastructure bill which will provide a once-in-a-generation investment in rebuilding our
crumbling roads and bridges, addressing gaps in access to affordable internet, removing lead pipes that taint our water

•
•
•

systems and assist homeowners and cities ill-prepared to cope with increasingly frequent extreme weather conditions.
Biden’s BBB package marks a dramatic shift toward boosting support for families with children, bolstering childcare
assistance, creating free preschool, curbing prescription drug costs, and addressing climate change.
Biden announced plans to nominate two new members to the US Postal Service Board of Governors, a first step in
removing Postmaster General DeJoy.
Biden signed into law the stopgap bill that will keep the federal government running through February 18.

International Relations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biden imposed trade sanctions on Ethiopia for its failure to end its war in Tigray and violations of human rights.
US fully reopened land borders with Canada and Mexico to vaccinated travelers and reopened to international travelers
who have proof of vaccination and a negative Covid test.
US and China agreed to limit climate-damaging emissions, signaling a mutual effort on global warming despite tensions
over other issues.
US and Japanese officials agreed to launch talks aimed at settling a dispute over American tariffs on imports of Japanese
steel and aluminum imposed by the former administration.
Biden administration has taken steps to make billions available to drugmakers to increase domestic production of
vaccines to share with the world.
Biden met with Canadian Prime Minister and Mexican President at the North American Summit to discuss trade
agreements, advancements on immigration, work visas, and the Canadian-US oil pipeline.
US delegation held meetings with Lebanon’s top leaders of their new government to help them institute reforms and
negotiate with the International Monetary Fund, after decades of corruption and mismanagement.
Secretary of State warned the Wagner Group, a shadow Russian company with ties to the Kremlin, not to interfere in
efforts to restore democracy in the West African country of Mali.
US and six other nations issued a joint statement calling for a suspension of all assistance to Myanmar’s military and
expressing grave concern over human rights abuses by its security forces.
Biden coordinated with officials from other leading NATO nations prior to his video meeting with Putin concerning
Russia’s troop buildup along the Ukraine border. US countermeasures include stiff economic sanctions, increased
support for the Ukrainian military, and bolstering the military capability of NATO allies in the region.

Justice for All Initiative by Tom Meconi
The Democrats of Oro Valley are proud to endorse the Pima County Justice for All/Judicia Para Todos initiative. In
doing so, we join our Pima County brothers and sisters in seeking the just and humanitarian treatment of all
individuals, regardless of their country of origin and immigration status. Lady Liberty`s welcome, "Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,” only has meaning if we give it one.
To find out where to sign the “Justice for All” petition, go to https://www.pimacountyjusticeforall.org/

OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE BE GENEROUS
HELP OUR LOCAL FOOD
BANK

SUPPORT OUR
TROOPS!

* Please consider donating some nonperishable food items or making a cash
donation to one of our local food banks
during this stressful time.

* Thanks to all of you who support
our brave troops.
*Please donate any of these items to
one of our local veterans’ groups for
distribution: deodorant, shaving
items, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
pocket novels and puzzle books.
.

*The Democrats of Oro Valley care
about the health and well-being of our
community.

January Zoom
Meeting
Monday, January 10
6:30 pm
Guest Speaker:
Tim Steller
Daily Star Columnist

